TAKELEY LOCAL HISTORY SOCIETY

Guyvers
Guyvers was the name of a large, old house with land and outbuildings, sadly long since
demolished, which was the last in the row at Brewers End, Takeley Street. It is unclear
when the house was built, but George Piper, carpenter, undertaker, decorator and
general handyman, moved in with his family in 1857. George kept a work ledger in
which there is a long entry which begins at the end of 1859 entitled ‘Geo Piper Work Don
at home’ and includes such improvements as ‘Stoking Drains up in Yard, Repearing
Stable with Bords, New Rail and Banisters, Painting fence and Doors & co – 30lbs Paint,
fence Crost the yard, Painting & Guttering house – 20lb Paint, Roof to Shed and side,
New Doors to Shed front, Slates for Shed, Bording Stable, Curling hous Bricks to
foundation of fence, fence in Orchard & Gate’, this last entry is dated 11/08/1866. It
sounds like a lot of renovation, and means that Guyvers was far from new when he
moved in, at which time it was owned by his father Isaac. On Isaac’s death in 1863, the
house passed to George’s stepmother, Isaac’s second wife Martha née Jaques, for her
lifetime, and George paid her rent at the rate of £10 per annum.
After Martha’s death, all Isaac’s properties were sold at Sworder’s auction of 28/08/1884
‘by direction of the family of the late Isaac Piper’. George presumably bought the
property as it was the home of his family until 1935.
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We can conjure up a very good idea of the size of Guyvers and its outbuildings from
those sales particulars, and we know too that there was a pond at the back of the house
which was pressed into service in 1914, when its waters were instrumental in dousing a
house fire opposite Guyvers; the pond held sufficient water to be effective until a hose
could be laid to a larger pond, which lay in the vicarage gardens 500 yards away. This is
the only known photo of Guyvers and George’s great grandson Mike Piper, who lived
there for a time from the age of 9, made a note that this ‘is only half of the original
photo... The right hand side showed the yard, the coffin making workshop, the Garage
workshop and the forecourt of the Garage’ -this part of the photo has been lost.

Guyvers with its shop, pictured c1885, the only person named is Mrs Galloway
but I think Alf Piper is on the extreme left
Mike lived with his grandparents Alfred Charles Piper and Lizzie née Chilvers at Guyvers
between 1933 and 1936, his daughter Heather tells me that her father always had pride
in his voice when he spoke of the place and that he would have been ‘so joyous’ to know
that some of its history had been published by the TLHS, of which he had been a
member.
George Piper’s great granddaughter Audrey was a frequent visitor and she told me that
Guyvers was a rambling, substantial building. She thinks that ‘bits were added on’, that
it had ‘lots of rooms and several bedrooms but no bathroom’. A book entitled Essex
Privies by Stan Jarvis has this to say about the amenities at Guyvers; it is a sad state of
affairs that possibly more is known about its privy than the house itself.... ‘Mike Piper’s
grandparents ran the post office, general stores and the garage as well as a boarding
house at Guyvers, Brewer’s End, Takeley, in the 1930s. They had a ‘double’ with two
seats side by side, well away from the house, at the end of a row of outhouses. It was
of tarred wood construction, approximately five feet by two feet six – it had no windows
or artificial lighting so it was a dark, draughty, smelly hole.... The cesspit into which
everything dropped was under the building, extending out into the garden where it had a
wooden cover. ‘It was a ritual when we wanted to go to the lavvy as we were always
accompanied by an adult. At night we carried a little oil lamp which usually blew out on
the way and had to be relit when we were inside. I remember how ghostly and eerie it
was and how the adult would keep saying, “Hurry up! It’s freezing!” If I can recall
correctly my grandparents always used to go up together in the morning and my
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grandad always smoked his pipe. Whether the boarders went in two by two I cannot
say. I have vivid memories of Nurse Shaw, the District Nurse, who was a boarder; she
was a very, very, large lady and must have completely filled the tiny space.
As to upkeep, Ethel Rolph, the general maid had the privilege of scrubbing the wooden
seat every day and pouring disinfectant into the pit. Henry Spiller emptied it, using a
long-handled scoop and a wooden wheelbarrow, and emptied the contents into a hole at
the bottom which was then covered in earth. One could smell the odour for days after –
but it grew lovely rhubarb.’ Sometime later, a covered walkway from the house was
added, ‘a real bonus’ says Audrey.
The family lived in the left hand half of the house and the room that overlooked the main
road on that side, was called the breakfast room. Apparently one day George and his
wife Elizabeth were sitting in the breakfast room when a man went past with a horse and
cart. ‘I wonder who that is?’ mused Elizabeth. With that, George threw open the
window and shouted ‘Hey mister, my wife wants to know who you are!’

Spring 1895
George and Elizabeth Piper seated with some of their family, including youngest son Alf, back right, and his
wife Lizzie next to him, they will run the Tea Rooms at Guyvers.

There were five bedrooms on the first floor, and in the attic, George’s unsold coffins
were to be found – his grandson Leslie used to get into trouble if found playing up there
and as a young girl, his sister Bé (a nickname, short for Baby) used to help her
grandmother stuff little pillows which would be used inside the coffins.
The right hand half of Guyvers was the commercial side of the building which housed a
shop and then later, the Liberty Tearooms, with bedrooms above for lodgers. For a few
years in the early 1930s, it housed the local telephone exchange, note that the card for
the tea rooms was reprinted when they knew their new telephone number... 1.
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As mentioned, to the right of the main house was a large area of land which housed
George’s undertaker’s and carpentry business, and then later, a bicycle repair shop run
by Alf Piper. Later still, Alf undertook vehicle repairs and ran the first garage in Takeley,
possibly with help from his son Leslie who was an AA patrolman from 1924 to 1933,
when he was discharged for breaking the rules.....

c1903. Bé, unknown lady
and Leslie at Guyvers
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Article published in the Herts & Essex Observer in 1994
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Postcard from Alf Piper to his sister Lena Pryor – Guyvers is marked on the right
The houses up the road are Creewood, Lumsdale and then the Recreation Hall with the mansard roof
The house remained in the wider family until around 1935, and for a time was owned by
George’s son-in-law George Joseph Pryor – he gave Alf Piper money intended for the
installation of petrol pumps, but Alf’s daughter Bé (later Galloway), used to spend much
of her time at Guyvers, especially on the tennis court, which was allegedly built with Joe
Pryor’s petrol pump money! The house, garage and land was bought in 1935 by a local
family the Newmans, and around 1938, the garage was occupied by the Cayzer Brothers
(another local family, Messrs Cyril L and DA Cayzer attended Jack Galloway’s funeral).
The Cayzers lived in Yew Tree Cottage and had bought Alma Cottage and the site of the
Rein Deer pub in 1937 from where they traded as a garage, and they took one of their
employees, Len Bolden, with them to the Guyvers site. In 1939, the pumps at Guyvers
were the first in Takeley to be electrically operated, but as World War II broke out so
soon after, they were probably not much used due to rationing, and a general shortage
of petrol.
A register commissioned in 1939 due to the outbreak of war, shows Guyvers occupied by
Kenneth and Nellie Newland, Kenneth was a wholesale egg and poultry merchant. Even
at the end of the 1940s, when Audrey used to visit a relative who was renting Guyvers
whilst waiting to move into the Four Ashes public house at Brewers End, she remembers
that the telephone exchange paraphernalia was still there.
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The house was demolished at some time after August 1955; there is a document dated
03/08/1955 from which this plan is taken.

In January 1915, it is stated that Guyvers belonged to Harold Joseph Pryor (son of
George Joseph Pryor) but no ownership details are mentioned after that date. Harold,
who was killed in WWI, had acquired it from his maternal uncle, George Henry Piper, the
oldest son of George Piper. In an electoral roll of 1908 however, Guyvers is listed as
belonging to Alfred Piper, and in a Poll document of 1915, he is still listed as the owner.
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The Cambridge Service Station was built on the site of the house, one of many garages
along the old A120 between Great Dunmow and Bishop’s Stortford.

The garage closed in the late 1990s and the site lay dormant until it was eventually
purchased for redevelopment by Chase End Developments Ltd in 2006, and is now
occupied by these houses called Cambridge Cottages.

I would like to thank two of my third cousins, Heather Piper and Ted Harvey for their
valuable assistance in producing this article and for supplying several of the images.
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