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INTRODUCTION
1. My name is Richard Cheetham and I have lived on Smiths Green, Takeley since 1973.   I have been a Takeley Parish Councillor since 1996. 

2. I am authorised to speak on behalf of Takeley Parish Council (TPC) by virtue of a resolution of the Council passed on 7th March 2007. Takeley consists of Takeley Street, Smith’s Green, Bambers Green and Molehill Green.
3. TPC works closely with a range of organisations which are opposing airport expansion at this inquiry, such as Uttlesford Distrct Council (UDC) and Stop Stansted Expansion (SSE).TPC supports the arguments of these objectors in such matters as sustainable development, planning policy, noise, pollution, traffic and environmental impact. Rather than repeating the evidence of others, this proof of evidence focuses on the unique perspective of Takeley Parish. TPC is the representative body of Takeley, the evidence is the evidence of the people of Takeley Parish, and it is this evidence that the inquiry is asked to consider. This perspective is what it means for the quality of life for Takeley residents; to share an otherwise rural parish with an aggressively expanding airport.

BACKGROUND
4. With majority support of the community (App. TPC 1B/1), TPC has a history of active participation in opposing expansion and supporting organisations with a similar view, because of the adverse effects on life in a rural community situated 1-3 km from the runway. It has also undertaken expensive initiatives such as the Judicial Review of the Home Owners Support Scheme (HOSS).

Our parish’s way of life and values are being undermined by the current expansion of Stansted Airport and will suffer further as a result of the G1 expansion plans. The prospect of any further expansion beyond the existing limit of 25mppa will only serve to accelerate the process of the break up of our community.
5. The Parish consists of approximately 1200 dwellings and a population of 2500. This community is positioned (App. TPC 1B/2) no more than 1500-2000 metres in a south easterly direction from existing and proposed airport facilities, and is located astride a shallow valley formed by Pincey Brook. There are no structures or buildings between the airport and the village and consequently there is little to protect Takeley from the noise and odours caused by the airport. Takeley village is the nearest settlement of size to the airport, indeed much of the airport is within our boundary.
6. TPC fundamentally disagrees and challenges the quality of BAA’s submissions especially when it is claimed that a projected growth of air traffic to support expansion from 25 to 35+ mppa results in only minimal increases in air and ground noise levels and that air pollution will only increase marginally. Logic does not suggest that a 40% increase in passenger numbers will have a negligible impact. Parishioners are not impressed by noise modelling techniques. We live with the reality of aircraft noise and our experiences are event driven and not based on a theoretical 16 hour average. In particular TPC believes that BAA’s use and interpretation of predictions based on averaging e.g. over a 16 hour day, do not represent the true degree of impact on the community during morning (06.30- 08.00) and night (22.00-23.30).
Furthermore, BAA’s predictions could lead to passenger throughput considerably in excess of 35mppa, up to a level of 50mppa based on developing runway management.
PLANNING OBJECTIONS (App. TPC 1B/3)
7. A principle objective of the Air Transport White Paper was to put an end to the ‘piece meal’ approach to expansion/development. This was welcomed by the community. 
8. The Government’s own guidance on Sustainable Development, PPS1- Para. 14 ‘Delivering Sustainable Communities’ is not being observed in Takeley.
9. The operational capacity of Stansted Airport can only be realistically controlled on the basis of numbers of passengers per annum. 
10.  Cargo flights (CATM’s) must be capped separately and on the basis of number of flights.

EROSION OF THE ENVIRONMENT (App. TPC 1B/4)
11. Climate Change:  Notwithstanding BAA’s assurances, TPC has great concerns about the adverse effects on climate change which would be accelerated by expansion. TPC must rely on the technical expertise of others to argue this point.

12. Air Noise:  TPC does not accept that increase in noise as the result of expansion to 35+ mppa would be minimal.
13. Air Quality:  TPC does not accept growth from 25-35+ mppa, an increase of 40%, would only marginally increase air pollutants. With some areas to be developed only a matter of 1500-2000 metres from the village, BAA appears to have completely disregarded the impact on air quality for Takeley.

14. Ground Noise:  This is a major ongoing issue for Takeley and we object to any expansion of the airport that will lead to a further increase in this significant source of annoyance. It is unfair and totally misleading to claim that predictions for 35+ mppa show only imperceptible increases in aircraft noise. 

15. There is testimony from residents that greater noise from increased take-offs and landings, more ground movements and additional road traffic are causing a variety of serious problems and leading to a decrease in the quality of life. 

16. Airport related light pollution in this rural community is already very intrusive.

17. Landscape & Visual Impact: TPC is concerned regarding the continuing degradation of the visual impact from the existing airport let alone the consequences of further expansion. To claim that all visual impacts from beyond the airports boundary are negligible except from the north is untrue and totally misleading e.g. Holiday Inn hotel viewed from the South. 

18. Loss of Amenity:  Additional flights of approx. 100+ a day will have a material and detrimental effect. The resultant noise, pollution and overall visual intrusion from such an increase must in planning terms be an unacceptable loss of amenity (e.g. Hatfield Forest (App. TPC 1B/5)).
19. Road traffic: Increased road traffic in and around the village creates potentially dangerous road conditions, deterioration to the road surfaces, collapsed drains, and destruction of kerbs and grass verges.
     EROSION OF THE COMMUNITY (App. TPC 1B/6)
20. Differentiating between the effects from existing expansion, from G1 and the G2 proposals is practically impossible.  However, the day to day evidence is already to be seen in the exodus of long time family residents and the switch to rental tenancies, resulting in a fundamental change to the social fabric of the village.
21. During the past 5 years, the divisive way in which BAA has dealt with the Parish does not bode well for the future. In particular, the decision to buy out residents in Bambers Green, offer some Takeley residents the HOSS and others nothing as well as leaving long standing tenants with no recourse at all. This has angered neighbours and is undermining community cohesion.
22. Some 25 years ago BAA made a significant move into Molehill Green by purchasing most of the properties in School Lane (other properties have been purchased since). This once thriving hamlet is now almost total owned by BAA. It now exhibits little life or soul and is a stark example of what could happen to Takeley village.

23. It is understood that a large proportion of Takeley property transactions taking place in the last 3 years have been sales to BAA under its house purchase schemes. Subsequently some of these properties have been rented out, or may currently be being used as bed and breakfast accommodation, some have been put back on the market, and others remain unoccupied.
24.  In certain locations there are now streets where two thirds of the houses have been or are in the process of being sold under the HOSS. This is already a contributory factor in the malaise affecting the community. 
25. Empty houses are difficult to sell as well as having a depressing effect on local prices. The effect of such vacancies encourages the exodus, as well as the move away from ownership to rental. The mass of houses on the market is clearly evidenced by the number of ‘For Sale’ boards. 
26.  There has been a 25% fall in the school roll (App. TPC 1B/7), leading to the non-replacement of teaching staff that leave and a lack of capital investment to improve the school premises. This could lead to an irreversible decline in the standing of the school. 
Contrary to predictions, the recent housing development at Morrells Green has not provided any new children to the school. In fact many of the houses at Morrells Green are owned/rented by airline crew who have no children.
27. Lack of tidiness; waste paper and other discarded items are becoming increasingly obvious.
28. Most field entrances and lay-bys are filled with cars waiting to pick up passengers from Stansted Airport. Fly Parking in Takeley is a source of considerable nuisance and inconvenience to residents, despite efforts to ease the problem.
CONCLUSION

Takeley has a special position with regard to expansion of Stansted Airport, being so close to runways and other airport facilities. TPC is justifiably most alarmed about the detrimental effects the airport is already having on parishioner’s way of life. Takeley desperately wishes to return to being a normal community without the threat of airport development hanging over it.
BAA refuses to recognise that it has created problems specifically and directly affecting this community. The actions of BAA over the last 5 years have undermined a once sustainable community, promoted local divisions and reduced both personal well-being and social cohesion. 
 If this planning application is permitted, in the face of Government’s own policies for ‘Delivering Sustainable Communities’, these processes will accelerate to a point where we fear that the Takeley community will cease to exist.
TPC urges the Inspector to recognise that Takeley will be uniquely affected by these proposals and that these are a serious and socially damaging set of circumstances. 

TPC strongly believes that the arguments put forward in this document are sufficiently robust to determine that there should be no expansion to Stansted Airport beyond the current permitted usage.
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